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out on the road until the mobile trading unit comes along,
If the trader does cheat them—and he probably does—it
doesn't make much difference. In all their primitiveness
the natives have something that the most highly civilized
countries have not been able to give their people—security ;
the possibility of rearing their families with the certain
knowledge that they can provide for them.
I won't easily forget the bewilderment of a Loyalty
Island sailor who was on board the Pierre Loti when she
was taken over by the Australian Government for war
service. The crew had to stay in Australia for several weeks,
until a boat was available to take them back to Noumea, and
this boat happened to be the same on which I travelled.
One of the natives used to come to my cabin regularly to
talk about the war, about Australia and New Caledonia, and
why I was going there. Although he had joined up with the
Free French volunteers and would soon be on his way to
North Africa, Sydney had given him a great shock, and he
wasn't certain whether he was on the right track or not
'There's something" mighty wrong with the way they run
your country/ he said one evening. 'People stop me in the
streets and ask me for food. Me, a Kanaka. I can't figger
that out. It's a big place, looks a hundred times bigger than
Caledonia, and people can't get enough kai kai (food).
People walking about without work. Why, in Caledonie.,
we didn't know such things could happen. If somebody
wants extra money, why, they go an' work for somebody,
There's always plenty to do. If they don't, they jus' go
back to their tribe and grow food. Nobody ever goes hungry.
I tell you what. We're all a bit puzzled about this business,,
my comrades and me, after stopping in Sydney so long.
It's a fine place, but's a mighty bad place to be if you haven't
any money.'
And he was right. The natives don't seem to need any
super-educated financial geniuses to hold conferences and
inquests, to speak of the necessity of balanced budgets, and
favourable trade balances and protective tariffs, or limitation
of production, or cutting down of the standard of living or

